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Abstract

Writing is still considered a difficult skill to master. Problems arise from various
aspects of writing namely grammar, vocabulary, types of text, outline, and so
on. Tackling these problems is possible with appropriate teaching method. The
Collaborative Thinking Design Method (CoDeT) was chosen as an effective
and innovative method to help students improve students’ writing skills as this
encouraes them to be active in the learning process and discuss with classmates.
The purpose of this study was to determine whether there was a significant
improvement in the use of CoDeT method in students’ writing skills. Using
the VII grade students of MTs AT-Tawazun Subang in year 2019/2020 as
population, this study used quantitative methods with experimental research
design. The average values obtained in the Pre- and post-test were 52.73 and
91.92, respectively. This means that Tcount> ttable or 4.01> 3.06, with the
result that students’ writing skills are enhanced using Collaborative Design
Thinking (CoDeT) method instead of the conventional method. This means
that there is a significant improvement in the inclusion of Collaborative Design
Thinking (CoDeT) method on students’” writing skills. It implies that CoDeT
method can enhance students’ ability to teach writing skills in narrative texts.
Through this research, several advantages of using the Collaborative Design
Thinking (CoDeT) method in teaching writing skills to seventh grade students
were revealed, such as 1). encouraging students to be actively involved in the
learning process and 2). facilitating students in understanding teaching material
through discussion.
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The role of teachers is important and correctly. In a similar belief, Dreyfus
especially in developing students’ writing skills. et al. (2020) also mentioned how important
Robinson et al., (2019) pointed out that if the ~paying attention to students’ writing skills.
students’ writing foundation is built strongly, This is due to the process of writing that does
the teacher believes that they will write well not only require mastery of word writers, use
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of punctuation, and choice of words.

Nowadays, teaching English writing
is considerably needed as students are
demanded to have an ability to communicate
with and actively participate in the global
society (Mutiarani et al,. 2019). Since 2013
English has been a compulsory subject
in the Indonesian national curriculum of
secondary school. As apart of English subject
competences, the teaching writing is thereafter
deal with several genres of description, recount,
narrative, and report text. In Indonesia, an
English teacher practically runs the learning
writing process on the basis of a government
syllabus. For example, in writing narrative
texts, students are required to have an ability
to compose their own stories in a narrative
form.

Meanwhile, English teaching writing
needs to more concerned, as Khanza & Nufus,
(2019) reported that most teachers are still
experienced difficulty to prepare students
on writing demand. In his research finding,
Cortes (2019) also argues that most students
participate in a writing class passively, such
as students’ last row sitting, bored feeling, etc.
Based on the following definition and issue,
the researcher concludes that the teacher needs
to improve the quality of teaching writing in a
meaningful way to develop students’ abilities
in the writing process.

However, in reality, 60% of students
still at MTs At-Atawazun tend to experience
difficulties in the writing process, mainly in the
narrative text that typically uses a constructive
format that describes the sequence of non-
fiction-fiction events. Along with this, the
confusion about the generic structure of
narratives and language features also affected
students’ interest in writing narrative text so far.
In this case as generally based on observation
result, these problems can be influenced by
a number of possible causes. The first cause
possibly is that the monotonous learning
activity given by the teacher in class and this
is why students feel bored. In addition, the
students’ lack of getting relevant resources has
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led students’ inability to effectively develop
critical thinking on narrative text composition
ideas. This cause is also corroborated by a
statement that has been scrutinized by White
etal,. 2015), “writing is neglected in the early
grades, even though the data consistently
show that many students struggle in this area”
Lastly, the students are also less enthusiastic
to develop narrative text due to the lack of
teachers’ feedback on their written work.
Therefore, it makes difficult for students to
decide whether the text they are making has
followed the topic question.

The urgency of the researcher used
Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT)
because the learning methods that are set are
different from the learning methods applied in
other schools in other schools where teachers
are active in the learning process, and students
are only as audiences in the learning process. In
other words, the teacher is the controller with
students as the object to receive the material
explained in the learning process. This is
assumed to be the cause of students’ boredom,
looking exhausted, lacking of motivation, and
not paying attention in class. Such negative
attitude if remains may affect the quality of
students in learning English.

Referring to the above writing
problems, the researcher is interested to use
Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT)
method weekly to be a creative problem-
solving on students’ writing narrative text.
Then, regarding to its implementation, five
writing stages are used, which are sparked
by Mechelen et al, 2019, they are empathize,
define, ideate, prototype, and test. In essence,
there were some researchers that specifically
showed how the CoDeT method significantly
improves students’ development in learning.
A study conducted by (Huq & Gilbert, 2017)
found that the CoDeT method has succeeded
in creating a pleasant learning environment
and minimizing barriers between student and
teacher gaps. Surely, the cultural diversity that
involves one’s worldview may be demanding,
disruptive, and emotionally challenging. By
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using CoDeT or collaborative method, this
can effectively help EFL students to write
better and more accurate paragraphs, rather
than by individuals in which educators are
demanded to be creative in presenting the
material (McDonough et al., 2018).
Moreover, the result of similar researches
was also carried out by Helldorff et al., (2020),
where through exploring the CoDeT method,
students are actively involved in content
discussions, technical communication, and
language negotiations as part of the language
learning process. In addition, this method
also empowers and contributes to students’
satisfaction and learning outcomes. Referring
to the background of the study, Vieluf & Gébel,
(2019) argued that foreign language teachers
need to find better ways to increase all students’
interest and involvement during the lesson.
Viewing the process, writing is
recognized to be more complex than other
language skills. It involves the process of
conveying thoughts, presuppositions, feelings,
in accordance with writing. Alongside this
statement, Ueasiriphan & Tangkiengsirisin
(2019) further summarized that writing is a
process that allows somebody to organize their
ideas collectively and provide opportunities
to evaluate their own writing individually.
Therefore, the researcher chose to use the
Collaborative Design Thinking method in
improving students’ writing skills to help
students understand teaching materials by way
of collaboration and discussion with classmates
and be more active in the learning process.
According to (Leverenz, 2014) and
(Watson, 2015), CoDeT is one of the innovative
methods that can provide students with the
creative and personalized teaching writing
process in a collaborative way. It provides
a cyclical process that supports students’
creativity and autonomy in composing a
paragraph. As stated by (Van Mechelen et
al,, 2019), the Collaborative Design Thinking
(CoDeT) method was popularized by David
Kelley and Tim Brown, the founder of IDEO’s
international design consulting firm. The
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method is actually a combination of two
methods namely Cooperative Learning and
Design Thinking. Students’ involvement in
their learning is likely to be marked by the
response they give to researchers of course,
actively asking if they do not understand
what they are studying, trying to find answers
freely by talking with their friends and asking
teachers if the brand doesn’t feel right get
answers to their questions(Hadi & Emzir, 2016)
As explained by (Henriksen et al,. 2017),
Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT)
is a method that directs creativity towards
writing goals and involves students’ abilities
to respond with significant solutions to factual
problems. By emphasizing the collaborative
learning system, (Isjoni, 2014) believes that this
method can be an appropriate way to create
student-centered learning and to establish
cooperation and interdependence in the tasks,
goals, and achievements. In consonant with
Isjoni’s belief, Collaborative Design Thinking
(CoDeT) provides a strategy that effectively and
efficiently to maximize learning circumstances
to achieve learning goals particularly in
teaching writing (Laferriere et al,. 2019) Based
on these explanations, it can be concluded that
Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT) is a
learning method used by teachers in order to
create an effective and innovative educational
setting. Through the implementation of small
or collaborative groups, students can efficiently
build good collaboration in completing writing
assignments given by the teacher.

Relying on its advantages, (Mosely et
al,. 2018) points out that the implementation
of Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT)
has several benefits so far.

1. Building collaboration between team

As a process, CoDeT allows each student in
groups to gives respect, enables to share writing
skills or knowledge, and builds a writing habit
to develop students’ creativity and autonomy.
2. Creating space to generate ideas productively
Several studies that have implemented CoDeT
have proven that students’ writing productivity
increases. During the writing process, students
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actively participate in constructive discussion
and together generate ideas productively.

3. Increasing students writing skill

It is found that the CoDeT method can reduce
students’ difficulties during the writing process.
At the same time as generating ideas, each
student in a team also instills empathy with
other students in a team. Empathy in the
process of creating creative solutions is needed
so that fellow team members can voice their
ideas and get rid of their egos by feeling the
most right.

Method

This research was conducted online.
There is no question that technology has
changed the world view of education from
ordinary models to computers (Izzah and
Hadi, 2019). The method used in this study
is a quantitative method with experimental
research designs. This is a research method
used to look for specific treatment effects in
numbers or statistically analyzed (Creswell,
2014). Pre-experimental research has two
designs including one-shot case studies and
one pretest-posttest design group. The method
used in this study is a quantitative method with
an experimental research design.

In addition, this study specifically used
a pre-experimental research design, where
the aim is to find out the cause and effect
between two factors that are intentionally
caused in this study. Referring to this type
of design, research is focused on One Group
of Pretest-Post-test Design. It is hoped that
the results of treatment can be known more
accurately because of the collaboration of the
two conditions, before being given treatment
and after being given treatment. This design
used one group that already exists. One class is
taken as an experimental group. Data collected
from writing skills tests (pre-test and post-test),
as primary data, were analyzed using the t-test
formula with a computational system to find
out whether there was a significant influence
using Collaborative Design Thinking (CoDeT)
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as a method of teaching English in writing
skills

Results and Discussion

In this section, the researcher will
explains the collected data during the study
conducted at Mts At-Tawazun Subang. The
sample of this study was students at the 7th
graders. In the first meeting, all 27 students
were given a pre-test to measure their narrative
writing skills. After the process of collecting pre-
test data, the researcher prepared the teaching
materials and implemented Collaborative
Design Thinking (CoDeT) to improve students’
writing skills. The treatment was conducted
for seven meetings. At the last meeting, the
researcher gave the post-test. The results of
the two tests were used as a reference for the
author to analyze the students’ improvement
in writing skills.

Prepares the teaching materials and
uses Collaborative Design Thinking to enhance
students’ writing skills. Care was taken during
the seven meetings. At the last meeting, the
author gave a post exam. The results of both
tests serve as a reference point for the author to
analyze the students’ improvement in writing
skills test.
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Figure 1. The result of pre-test and post-test
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The calculation above explains that
the yield of t0 4.01 and ttable with degrees of
freedom (df) 27 yields 3.06. The mean value
is less than 0.05 and for table> t table. This
means that Collaborative Design Thinking
(CoDeT) is effective in improving students’
writing skills.

Based on the results of the pre-test and
the post-test students above, the researchers
analyzed the results to find out the students’
writing skills in narrative texts using the
Collaborative Design. Researchers calculated
based on the t-test formula steps as follows.
The calculation above explains that the yield
of t0 4.01 and ttable with degrees of freedom
(df) 27 yields 3.06. The mean value is less than
0.05 and for table> t table. This means that
Collaborative Design Thinking is effective in
improving students” writing skills.

In a previous study by McDonough et al.
(2018) in Belgium with the title Collaborative
Design Thinking (CoDeT): A collaborative
design approach for high ratio of young adults.
49 children aged between 9 and 10 years. This
study has a similar title but has differences in the
methods of data collection, teaching materials,
and also research samples. In previous studies
the school for this investigation was chosen
deliberately. One school is a Catholic school
located in an urban area, and the other
is a public school located in the suburbs.
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School selection aims to offer a diverse mix
of children from social, ethnic and personal
backgrounds. . In this arrangement, children
must work independently of the adult who is
the driver next door. This can be a challenge
due to children’s limited understanding of
the design process and their lack of skills
to collaborate productively towards shared
design goals. CoDeT overcomes these
challenges by integrating the principles of
Social Interdependence Theory and Design
Thinking, which together form the core of
approach theory. CoDeT was first introduced
in case studies and produced promising results
in terms of children’s collaboration and design
thinking skills.

In this study, the researcher used
one class with English material writing skills
especially Narrative text and the data collection
of this study used pre-test and post before and
after treatment. Through this research, several
advantages of using the Collaborative Design
Thinking (CoDeT) method in teaching writing
skills to seventh grade students were revealed
as follows 1). this method can encourage
students to be actively involved in the learning
process. 2). the method can facilitate students
in understanding teaching material by means
of discussion.

Conclusion

Based on the study of seventh graders
at MTs AT-Tawazun , it can be concluded
that using the Collaborative Design Thinking
method can improve students’ writing skills.
This is reflected in student test results after
the Collaborative Design Thinking method is
applied where the post-test scores are higher
than their pre-test scores.

The analysis results of this study
obtained t0 (t-observation) 4.01, while t (table
t-table) was 3.06 with a significant 5% which
means that t0 (t-observation) is higher than tt
(t-table). From the above explanation, it can
be concluded that writing teaching skills using
Collaborative Design Thinking in the seventh
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grade AT-Tawazun are effective in improving
students’ writing skills.

English is a foreign language subject
taught at school. Students assume that English
is difficult to understand. Students tend to be
less interested in learning it. The ability to
speak English consists of four abilities, namely
listening, reading, speaking and writing.
Teachers as educators students in the class
must have teaching methods that can facilitate
students in understanding teaching material
specifically in writing skills. Collaborative
Design Thinking (CoDeT) method is one of the
teaching methods that can improve students’
writing skills to improve. Because students
can collaborate with each other to discuss
about the material that the teacher teaches,
especially about narrative text. Seeing the
results of the research and conclusions above,
it can be stated Collaborative Design Thinking
(CoDeT) method in learning English seventh
grade students MTs At-Tawazun can improve
students’ English proficiency in writing skills.
In addition to the ability to speak English,
there are also factors that influence the mastery
of English. These factors come from within
students (internal) and from outside students
(external).

From the results of the study, it can
be concluded that in using the Collaborative
Design Thinking (CoDeT) method can
improve English language skills in students’
writing skills.
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